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As Chile marked the 27th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 1973, military coup led by former dictator
Gen. Augusto Pinochet (1973-1990), which overthrew President Salvador Allende (1970-1973), the
chasm that divides supporters and opponents of the general appeared as wide as ever. After nearly
three decades, the country is still split between those who accuse Pinochet and the armed forces of
destroying Chilean democracy and those who hold up the coup as having saved the country from
communism.
While Chileans marked the anniversary of the coup, the former dictator stayed home with little to
celebrate. In August, the Supreme Court stripped him of his immunity from prosecution, and he
now could have to stand trial for alleged human rights abuses (see NotiSur, 2000-08-11). Thousands
of Chileans marched in a downpour on Sept. 10 to recall the bloody coup, many demanding the
former dictator be brought to trial.
Demonstrators walked two miles from downtown Santiago to the cemetery where Allende is buried.
The following day, the country's divisions were symbolized by two acts a floral wreath placed at the
foot of the monument to Salvador Allende and a mass of thanksgiving within a ceremony to honor
Pinochet at the Escuela Militar.
Hortensia Bussi, Allende's widow, placed the flowers in front of her late husband's statue, which
had been dedicated on June 26. She was accompanied by daughters Isabel, a congressional deputy,
and Carmen Paz, as well as by members of the Partido Socialista. Isabel Allende said that "certainly
this Sept. 11 has been very different because Pinochet's being stripped of his immunity has made a
substantive change. And we also now have this statue of my father, a goal of ours that we are very
happy has been achieved."
Speaking to the press, President Ricardo Lagos invited Chileans to look toward the future and said,
for him, the day was another work day. "I have been working all morning and I must continue
working," said Lagos. "But I hope that for the country, this is a moment to look toward the future."
Violent clashes erupted in the early hours of Sept. 12 on the outskirts of Santiago, where nine people
were injured and 200 arrested. The incidents marred the otherwise peaceful protests by human
rights activists and opponents of Pinochet.
Administration carefully observes month of anniversaries This is Lagos' first September in office. A
month filled with military activities and patriotic festivities begins Aug. 20 with the celebration of the
birth of Bernardo O'Higgins, hero of Chilean independence. The various celebrations underscored
the divisions between Lagos' civilian government and the military, especially Army chief Gen.
Ricardo Izurieta.
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At the public ceremony marking the birthday of O'Higgins, Izurieta, without mentioning Pinochet
by name, spoke of the Army's pain from the Supreme Court's ruling that removed the general's
immunity. A few days later, Pinochet made one of the few public appearances since his return
to Chile in March after his 16- month detention in London (see NotiSur, 2000-03-10). On Aug. 24,
Pinochet attended a ceremony at the Fundacion Pinochet to dedicate a memorial to "victims of
Marxist terrorism" in Chile during the dictatorship.
Maj. Gen. Sergio Candia attended the ceremony in uniform, along with five other officers and ten
noncommissioned officers. Defense Minister Mario Fernandez sent Izurieta a note expressing the
government's concern about the presence of military officers in "clearly political" activities. On Sept.
7, Izurieta headed the Army delegation at a ceremony honoring Pinochet's five bodyguards who
were killed in an ambush by the Frente Patriotico Manuel Rodriguez in 1986. The general did not
attend, citing health problems.
Contributing to the friction between the government and the armed forces is the military's request
for new equipment to modernize. In 1997, then President Eduardo Frei said the government would
replace its aging fighter planes. But in 1999, Frei put the deal on hold because of the need to cut
spending during the 1998-1999 recession. Lagos has not yet said whether the purchase will be
reactivated.

National Unity Day demonstrates lack of unity
Sept. 4 was another demonstration of Chileans' distinct views of the past. On the anniversary of
Allende's election 30 years ago, between 200 and 300 people gathered in the Plaza de la Constitucion
in front of Allende's statue. This year, the anniversary fell on National Unity Day, celebrated the first
Monday in September.
In a deal worked out in Congress between Pinochet and Senate president Andres Zaldivar of the
PDC in 1978, National Unity Day replaced the Sept. 11 holiday marking the 1973 coup. Members of
the governing Concertacion coalition are proposing abolishing National Unity Day, saying national
unity is a myth.
Partido Por la Democracia (PPD) Deputy Antonio Leal said the administration will present a bill
to abolish the holiday and instead celebrate Sept. 18, Chile's Independence Day, as the real day
of unity. He said National Unity Day "is totally fictitious," and no Chilean identifies with the date,
which was "invented" by Pinochet in response to the elimination of Sept. 11 as a holiday. "National
Unity Day has no value for the citizenry, but Sept. 18 does, since we go beyond our legitimate
political differences to come together to celebrate our national independence." [Source: El Nuevo
Herald (Miami), 08/21/00; Reuters, 09/08/00; CNN, 09/04/00, 09/11/00; Notimex, 09/11/00; Associated
Press, 06/26/00, 09/10/00, 09/12/00; Spanish news service EFE, 08/17/00, 08/21/00, 08/23/00, 08/24/00,
09/04/00, 09/11/00, 09/12/00; Inter Press Service, 09/04/00, 09/12/00]
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